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October 11, 1990
VIETNAM VETERAN TO SPEAK AT UM OCT. 18 
MISSOULA —
A Vietnam veteran who's visited that country many times since 
the war ended will discuss "The U.S. and Vietnam: After 17 Years of
Peace, Is Rapprochement Possible?" Thursday, Oct. 18, at The 
University of Montana.
Don Mills of Ohio will give the free, public presentation, 
sponsored by UM's Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, at 7 p.m. in 
Room 356 of the Social Sciences Building.
Mills, who served in the Army's 9th Infantry Division, regularly 
leads groups of veterans back to the site of the United States' 
longest war. Their visits, sponsored by the Akron, Ohio, Vietnam 
Veterans of America chapter, have been described by The Washington 
Post and the Wall Street Journal and TV shows like "Nightline" and 
"2 0/2 0 ."
In 1989, the Treasury Department warned Akron W A  chapter 
members they could be prosecuted, fined and imprisoned for helping 
veterans return to Vietnam. The American Civil Liberties Union and 
some members of Congress defended the veterans, and the trips have 
continued.
Sen. Conrad Burns and Rep. Pat Williams have commented favorably 
on the veterans' efforts, while Rep. Ron Marlenee has opposed them,
more
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writing, "We don't need caravans of former Vietnam vets traipsing 
around Ho Chi Minh City to resurrect old memories and see how the 
town has changed while more Vietnamese suffer under the domination of 
their Communist overlords."
Mills plans to lead another group to Vietnam in November.
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